SUGAR CREEK SEPTEMBER, 2009 OVERVIEW

Did not arrive in time for complete Friday night message (no notes taken)

Saturday A.M. 9/19

· Romans 15:4 – what was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the scriptures, we might have hope.

· I Corinthians 10:11 – written for our instruction, as an example….Purpose in studying is not just for the “letters” but to see how what they did might apply to us and learn from it.  Most of what was written was when Israel was in the land.  When they were dispersed…they had to ask God how to live.

· Romans 1:20 – eternal things of God can be seen in things that are made.  God revealed Himself in the creation and in the creature.  Jesus gave us the best picture of God—the express image of the invisible God.

· We should be the expression of God in human form---if it is a labor of love and is truth, then God is the father of it.

· Romans 4:13 – promise not of the Law but through righteousness of faith.  Promised seed is not to circumcision---not to one family.  Promise to Abraham was to the world—inclusive.  Promise made to Abraham and his “faith” children—not his “flesh” children.

· The Jews were deceived into thinking they were saved by their works (works of the Law) because the works they did were given by God.  (although much through the years had been added thru custom & tradition).

· Today’s Christian believes what their religion tells them.  Anne Graham Lott said:  “Abraham fathered three religions, but he did not believe in any of them.  Abraham had a relationship with God.”

· Many Christians call themselves Christian because they joined something.  Christianity has always been a relationship---never intended to be merely a religion.

· Billy Graham in an interview said he regretted not spending more time studying the scriptures.  Lots he didn’t know so he spoke of what he did know—salvation to all who believe.  

· The New Testament “house of God” is us.  Jesus made it possible for God to live in his creature, not just the creation.  We are FAMILY---just as the “house of David,” “house of Moses”….we are born into the family (house) of God and the first thing we cry is “Abba, Father.”  Then we ask:  “how should I then live?”

Mike Weems shared some insights on Family, which is defined as parents and their children, group of persons related by blood, descended from a common ancestor.  What does the Bible say about family?  Greek word patria is only translated family in the N.T. one time but lots in the O.T.

· Ephesians 3:14,15 – “….whole family.”

· Luke 2:4: translated as lineage

· Acts 3:25: translated as kindreds

· Root word of patria is “pater” = Father and is used 419 times in the New Testament and always translated “father.”

· Strong’s concordance defines patria as a given people laid claim to a common origin; father=generator or male ancestor; author of a family of persons animated by same spirit as himself.

· Families frequently have differences of opinion or might argue among themselves but continue to love and protect one another.  So why does the Christian family so often wear their feelings on their sleeve and not deal with differences or offenses in love?  They too often take offense too easily and rather than deal with forgiveness or face the issue, they withdraw.

· Mike did an illustration using the “pearly gates” (even though we know that is not an accurate picture—but to make a point):  He illustrated the traditional approach most people have to St Peter checking for your name in the “big book.”  Mike shared that to him it was more appropriate to see St Peter say, “Come on in brother, the gate is open.”  And when you say---“Well, don’t have you need to check to see if my name is in the book?” St Peter says, “No, just go on in, you have the image of the Father—it is clear you carry the family image.”

John Odom shared that God is not a God of the dead but of the living (death, life, righteousness of God).  Shared some things from Charles Howard Smith’s funeral and the truths shared then and scriptures that apply.  Excellent exhortation on death, life, and the righteousness of God.

Tim Atwood spoke about RE-generation.  Matthew 19:28  God’s family in O.T. was passed on through flesh generations, through the carnal seed.  Jesus is saying that the kingdom will change that---the regeneration is not where a seed passes along through flesh inheritance. It will be passed on by God the Father to each child and the inheritance will be the same for all children—Himself/eternal life.  There will be a different family  name in the regeneration…..”my name’s sake.”

Saturday P.M.

(These notes are in more detail because I wrote most of this down before sharing.)

As Charles Howard declined, he would say, “I just want to go HOME to be with Jesus.”  As John shared Sat morn, Sarah thought of “home” and the integral part it plays in family life.  She shared Sat nite on several aspects around the Home:

· Our relationships are built, tested, enjoyed, and matured in the home.

· We hear well-known phrases:  “a house is not a home,” rather just a structure within which the “home” builds its life and sustains its members.  “It’s so good to be back home.”  When our children come for the holidays, they say, “I’m coming home for Christmas.

· Home is the sentimental place where our memories, our relationships thrive.  It can be a single family home or in the larger context can refer to one’s country.  Ask Joy how she felt when her plane landed in the U.S. after the trip to India.  How well I remember the Vietnam POW’s when they returned home—they fell to their knees and kissed the ground because they were “home” on American soil.

· Home is where we are truly ourselves—no pretense, no masks….where we are comfortable…feel loved…feel secure..where we belong…where we find significance in an impersonal world.

· Leonard sings:  “I will be your home….

· Lois Berry used to sing that where Jesus us, ‘til heaven—and heaven is often depicted in hymns and religious symbolism as “home.”  “No matter where on earth we dwell, on mountaintop, or in Moselle (.”

· God’s heart is our HOME---but we are also His abode---His house---His home.  We sing, “Lord, prepare me, to be a sanctuary….pure and holy, tried and true.  With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for You.”

· John 14:23 “Anyone who loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him and make our home (abode) with (in) him.”

· Shared some thoughts from “The Ragamuffin Gospel” by Brennan Manning.  “Home is the sacred place—external or internal---where we don’t have to be afraid; where we are confident of hospitality and love.”

· Does our Heavenly Father find love and fellowship, hospitality and love in us?  Does He feel at home in our heart?

· The creation testifies of God’s power and majesty, but only the creature can testify of His love and character.  Thomas Aquinas said that the splendor of a soul in grace is so seductive that it surpasses the beauty of all created things.

· John 15:4…”abide in Me, and I in you…..to bear fruit.”

· If we were reflecting that surpassing beauty, others should be attracted to us not only because of our love, but because of our deep joy.  As Matthew Crawford said---we should be “rapturously excited….”

· “Home is where the heart is.”  God is our HOME and we are His HOME.  God is our heart, and our heart is His home.

· May we seek to provide a home of warmth, hospitality, fellowship, joy, and love for our Father as He abides is us and we abide in Him.

Other Saturday Night sharing:

· In O.T. they were in the kingdom, now the kingdom is in us.  Some postponement theories teach the kingdom will be set up later due to Israel’s unbelief.  Joyner now believes that Jesus did all He was sent to do…the kingdom has been established but it is spiritual.  We should sanctify ourselves to yield ourselves to Him.

· Leslie shared from Ezra – showed some “types” -- beautiful insights.  (sorry, listened and didn’t make notes).

Sunday Morning:

· John 14:2-6, 13:36+

· Jesus make a place in the heart of God for us and a place in our hearts for God.  

· Historically in O.T. before the crucifixion ---this is the day the Lord has made, the cornerstone has been rejected; they don’t believe the record of Messiah revealed in the O.T.   

· Jesus told them they couldn’t follow him now (meaning to the cross), but can follow later.

· 12:26 follow me

· He is in the Father and wants us to be in the Father.  Many have hope in God and in things He never promised.  In N.T. God promises to be a faithful Father---and we are servant sons.

· Commandments were based on love Thy God.  Where did we get the idea if we DON’T DO enough things, we will please God.  In the N.T., it is same—love thy Father God.

· Cherubims guarded the glory of God in the garden.  Jesus was high priest who went through those flaming swords and back to the glory of God, taking the O.T. saints with him.  And then he brought the Holy of Holies with Him and put it in us.  That does it—no more sacrifices.  Jesus made a new and living way into the presence of God.

· Peace with God and access into this glory where we stand.

· The Christian life is living that life in the flesh.  We deny Him every day---form of godliness denying the power.  Easier to die for Christ than live for Him.  Jesus wanted Peter to live for Him.  (Peter swore he would die for him before he denied Him)

· Do we have enough faith to live for Him?  You are denying Christ if you deny He had to die….truth is, He had to die for you to follow Him in Life.  Live it so others can see we have been with Jesus.

· Do we testify with our lips or our life?  Should be both—don’t deny Him w/either.  We never would with our lips—but we do with our lives.

· 60 years later, Christianity has the last words of Jesus to the churches in Asia (churches of Paul)---you have “left your first love…” and been deceived.  Deception will cost you your light.  Think they are rich and in need of nothing but actually they are poor, wretched, blind.

· 3 centuries later, Jesus took the light away and the institutionalization of Christianity began…becoming churchanity.  Now Jesus knocks on the door of the heart of the individual—he will come in and fellowship.

· We are called to relationship, family and have a greater stewardship than anyone ever has.  We are bond-servants…set free…so that we may lay our lives at His feet.

· We should dedicate ourselves to spiritual life and to grow in spiritual things---get the “carnality” out, and that doesn’t mean “sin” necessarily—it just mean of the flesh, world.

· Jesus took the light away but if any man will hear His voice, the knock at the door and open the door, He will come in and sup with Him. Can find Jesus IN the saints.  The spiritually hurt, wounded, and dying need us---but we too often can’t see them because we are too carnally minded---and spiritually deceived.

· Many are serving the church but not God.  Follow Christ---serve Him---with the hope that we won’t deny Him in our living.

· Matthew Crawford sang a song.

· Harold Rowzee shared an excellent message (sorry no notes)

· John closed out with an incredible devotion on “the glory that excelleth.”  Led us through the Lord’s Supper and the closing of the meeting.  

